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Growing Gills
A Fly Fisherman’s Journey

“If any human could grow gills, it would be David Joy. His lifelong connec-
tion to fish is vividly realized in this book, in large part because of his poetic
language and sensibility. Growing Gills is a book anyone interested in our
connection to the natural world will relish.”

—Ron Rash, author of Serena

“Attention fishing widows: if you've struggled in vain to understand man’s
obsession with fishing, you must read David Joy’s memoir, Growing Gills:

A Fly Fisherman’s Journey. In prose clean and clear as a mountain stream,
Joy explores his own abiding love of fish and, by extension, the natural world
that is their habitat. His passion is contagious. Even if you've never seen a
trout in your life, by the end of this beautifully written book you can't help
feeling a connection. You may even be tempted to take up a rod yourself.”
—Pamela Duncan, author of Plant Life

n Growing Gills: A Fly Fisherman’s Journey, David Joy uses his obses-

sion with fly fishing as a way to delve into himself. Through his deep

connection to the natural world, Joy reveals why he is inherently
defined by fish and water. The youngest in a family of fishermen, Joy has
been exposed to the passion of casting lines since an carly age. Yet as he
grows older, he finds that the influence and necessity of the piscine world
take on a new role 1n his life.

Growing Gills articulates the philosophical implications of time spent
on the Atlantic seashore, at Piedmont lakes, and in Appalachian streams.
Joy explores family and friends, environmentalism and respect for wild
places, prize catches and the “ones that got away,” the beauty of native
trout, the greed of developers, the worn cork of rods, and the art of fly
tying. Ultimately, by revealing the reasons for his obsession, he is able to
understand the man he has become—truly a fish out of water.

Equally a book about fishing and a story of life, Growing Gills: A Fly
Fisherman’s Journey 1s the tale of one man’s venture into the wild to find
understanding.

Born in Charlotte, North Carolina, DAVID JOY quickly demonstrated a
fascination with fishing and writing. He earned a degree in literature and
a master’s in professional writing from Western Carolina University and is
currently a columnist and staff writer for the Cashiers Crossroads Chronicle.
His articles, essays, and stories have appeared in numerous magazines and
journals, including Legacy and Bird Watcher’s Digest. Parts of Growing Gills
previously appeared in Wilderness House Literary Review and Smoky Moun-
tain Living. Joy lives in Cullowhee, North Carolina.

MICHAEL POLOMIK is a native of San Jose, California, who studied
studio art at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington and Western
Carolina University. In addition to painting, Polomik teaches art and leads
workshops across North Carolina. His work has been selected for several
juried and private collections.
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TRADE DISCOUNT SCHEDULE FOR RETAIL ACCOUNTS

1-4 copies 20% (orders of 1-2 books must be prepaid)
5-24 40%

25-99 43%

100+ 45%

50% nonreturnable, regardless of quantity. Once selected,
this option becomes a customer’s permanent terms.

Libraries and schools are allowed a 50% discount regardless
of quantity.

Wholesale cataloger discount schedules and returns policy
will be sent to authorized dealers upon request.

The cost of transportation is charged to the customer.

Distribution centers serving 10 or more stores receive a 50%
returnable discount.

RETURNS POLICY
We allow the return of books under the following conditions:

«  Books purchased from Blair must be in resaleable condition.
« Full credit with invoice number, dates, titles, and quantities.
Otherwise, at a 50% discount. No prior permission is necessary.

After 90 days and until six months after the title is declared
out of print.

Claims for books received in error or in damaged and de-
fective condition must be made within 60 days from the date
of invoice.

Bookseller must pay the transportation charges on the re-
turn shipment unless there is a publisher’s error.

1) The publisher will accept the return of books up to six
months after the new catalog is printed. 2) Hardcover books
that have gone out of print but have been published subse-
quently in a trade paper edition must be returned within six
months of the hardcover out-of-print announcement. 3) When
abook is revised and updated, older editions must be returned
within six months of the announcement of the new edition.

EDITORIAL INQUIRIES

John F. Blair, Publisher, accepts unsolicited manuscripts of
original adult fiction and nonfiction with a Southeastern con-
nection. For full manuscript guidelines, please see our web-
site at www.blairpub.com. We can only respond if the query
or manuscript is accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped
package. Please do not email your queries.
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This catalog describes all Blair books scheduled for publica-
tion from August to December 2011. All prices listed are retail
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list titles now in print will receive the maximum discount on
the total number of books ordered at one time. Forthcoming
books will be shipped after they become available (at the ap-
plicable discount).
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