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Growing Gills

A Fly Fisherman’s Journey

MARKETING
•  Author website: www.david-joy.com
•  ARCs to regional Southeastern media 

and national fishing and environmental 
publications

•  Multi-city signings at universities, book 
festivals, and regional bookstores

•  Author events at nationally recognized 
fly-fishing schools

In Growing Gills: A Fly Fisherman’s Journey, David Joy uses his obses-
sion with fly fishing as a way to delve into himself. Through his deep 
connection to the natural world, Joy reveals why he is inherently 

defined by fish and water. The youngest in a family of fishermen, Joy has 
been exposed to the passion of casting lines since an early age. Yet as he 
grows older, he finds that the influence and necessity of the piscine world 
take on a new role in his life.

Growing Gills articulates the philosophical implications of time spent 
on the Atlantic seashore, at Piedmont lakes, and in Appalachian streams. 
Joy explores family and friends, environmentalism and respect for wild 
places, prize catches and the “ones that got away,” the beauty of native 
trout, the greed of developers, the worn cork of rods, and the art of fly 
tying. Ultimately, by revealing the reasons for his obsession, he is able to 
understand the man he has become—truly a fish out of water.

Equally a book about fishing and a story of life, Growing Gills: A Fly 
Fisherman’s Journey is the tale of one man’s venture into the wild to find 
understanding.

Born in Charlotte, North Carolina, DAVID JOY quickly demonstrated a 
fascination with fishing and writing. He earned a degree in literature and 
a master’s in professional writing from Western Carolina University and is 
currently a columnist and staff writer for the Cashiers Crossroads Chronicle. 
His articles, essays, and stories have appeared in numerous magazines and 
journals, including Legacy and Bird Watcher’s Digest. Parts of Growing Gills 
previously appeared in Wilderness House Literary Review and Smoky Moun-
tain Living. Joy lives in Cullowhee, North Carolina.

MICHAEL POLOMIK is a native of San Jose, California, who studied 
studio art at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington and Western 
Carolina University. In addition to painting, Polomik teaches art and leads 
workshops across North Carolina. His work has been selected for several 
juried and private collections.

“If any human could grow gills, it would be David Joy. His lifelong connec-
tion to fish is vividly realized in this book, in large part because of his poetic 
language and sensibility. Growing Gills is a book anyone interested in our 
connection to the natural world will relish.”
—Ron Rash, author of Serena

“Attention fishing widows: if you’ve struggled in vain to understand man’s 
obsession with fishing, you must read David Joy’s memoir, Growing Gills: 
A Fly Fisherman’s Journey. In prose clean and clear as a mountain stream, 
Joy explores his own abiding love of fish and, by extension, the natural world 
that is their habitat. His passion is contagious. Even if you’ve never seen a 
trout in your life, by the end of this beautifully written book you can’t help 
feeling a connection. You may even be tempted to take up a rod yourself.”
—Pamela Duncan, author of Plant Life
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TRADE DISCOUNT SCHEDULE FOR RETAIL ACCOUNTS

1-4 copies 20% (orders of 1-2 books must be prepaid)
5-24 40%
25-99 43%
100+ 45%

50% nonreturnable, regardless of quantity. Once selected, 
this option becomes a customer’s permanent terms.

Libraries and schools are allowed a 50% discount regardless 
of quantity.

Wholesale cataloger discount schedules and returns policy 
will be sent to authorized dealers upon request.

The cost of transportation is charged to the customer.

Distribution centers serving 10 or more stores receive a 50% 
returnable discount.

RETURNS POLICY

We allow the return of books under the following conditions: 

• Books purchased from Blair must be in resaleable condition.
• Full credit with invoice number, dates, titles, and quantities. 
Otherwise, at a 50% discount. No prior permission is necessary.
• After 90 days and until six months after the title is declared 
out of print.
• Claims for books received in error or in damaged and de-
fective condition must be made within 60 days from the date 
of invoice.
• Bookseller must pay the transportation charges on the re-
turn shipment unless there is a publisher’s error.
• 1) The publisher will accept the return of books up to six 
months after the new catalog is printed. 2) Hardcover books 
that have gone out of print but have been published subse-
quently in a trade paper edition must be returned within six 
months of the hardcover out-of-print announcement. 3) When 
a book is revised and updated, older editions must be returned 
within six months of the announcement of the new edition.

EDITORIAL INQUIRIES

John F. Blair, Publisher, accepts unsolicited manuscripts of 
original adult fiction and nonfiction with a Southeastern con-
nection. For full manuscript guidelines, please see our web-
site at www.blairpub.com. We can only respond if the query 
or manuscript is accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped 
package. Please do not email your queries.

SALES AND ORDERING INFORMATION

This catalog describes all Blair books scheduled for publica-
tion from August to December 2011. All prices listed are retail 
prices subject to change without notice.

Each order that includes both forthcoming titles and back-
list titles now in print will receive the maximum discount on 
the total number of books ordered at one time. Forthcoming 
books will be shipped after they become available (at the ap-
plicable discount).

INDIVIDUAL ORDERS

Visa and MasterCard accepted. 
Call toll-free at 1-800-222-9796 or visit www.blairpub.com.

John F. Blair, Publisher, 1406 Plaza Drive, Winston-Salem, NC 27103
1-800-222-9796 | 336-768-1374 | Fax: 336-768-9194

New England and Mid-Atlantic
CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT, DC, DE MD, 
NJ, NY, PA, WV

Parson Weems Publisher Services
55 McKinley Ave., #D214
White Plains, NY 10606
914-478-4259
FAX  866-861-0337
office@parsonweems.com

Southern 
AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, 
NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA

Southern Territory Associates
4508 64th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79414
800-331-7016  FAX 806-799-9777
Sta77@cox.net

Midwest
IL, IN, IA, KS, KY, MI, MN, 
MO, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI

Miller Trade Book Marketing
363 West Erie Street, 
Suite 7E
Chicago, IL 60610
312-423-7880
FAX 312-276-8109
bruce@millertrade.com

West
AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, 
MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

McCormick Associates
136 E. 8th St., Suite 255
Port Angeles, WA 98362
800-729-2512 FAX 360-452-8202
fmc@tfon.com

Gift and Museum Shops
AL, DC, DE, FL, GA, KY, MD, 
MS, NC, NJ, NY, PA, SC, TN, VA

Gib Carson Associates
6500 Harbour View Court, 
Suite 201
Midlothian, VA 23112
800-476-7331 FAX 800-695-5399

European Sales
Book Systems Plus
Station Road
Linton
Cambs CB1 6NW
01223 894870 FAX 01233 894871
BSP2B@aol.com

and Builders of Hope Inc., Charlotte ViewPoint, Coastal Waters Publish-
ing, Cotton Patch Press, db ink, Foundation for the Carolinas, Mike Marsh, 
Warren Moore Miller, Bill Morris, The Nature Conservancy N.C. Chapter, 
Niche Publishing, N.C. Association of Electric Companies, N.C. Sea Grant 
College Program, Edward P. Norvell, Novello Festival Press, Parkway Pub-
lishers, Pennywell Press, Primary Source Publishers, the Publishing Labo-
ratory of UNC-Wilmington, Reminiscing Books, Safe Harbor Books, Kim 
Underwood, Upper Ohio Valley Books, and Walkabout Press.

Lookout Books

Hummingbird Books

Looking Glass Books
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NewSouth Books

Down Home Press

Eno Publishers

Hub City PressBandit Books

Canterbury House
Publishing

Bright Mountain Books

JOHN F. BLAIR, PUBLISHER, is the distributor of titles from these presses:

Sign up for our monthly newsletter at www.blairpub.com. Become a fan on Facebook. 
Follow us on Twitter @BlairPublisher. Check out our blog, The Blair Essentials, at blairpub.wordpress.com.
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