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SNGC foreclosure completed

By Kelly Donaldson
Editor
	 Sapphire National Golf 
Club has officially been 
foreclosed upon and is now 
operating under the owner-

ship of Textron Financial, 
and the management com-
pany Wingfield Properties 
out of Greenville, S.C. 
	 The course has a new gen-
eral manager and head golf 
professional as well, 37-
year-old Chris Shelnut.
	 As reported in the March 
31 edition of the Chroni-
cle, Sapphire National Golf 
Club was placed in invol-
untary Bankruptcy Chapter 
11 by its creditors on March 
22-23. The foreclosure on 

the course was completed 
within the last few weeks, 
according to Shelnut, who 
works for Wingfield.
	 The Sapphire Mountain 
Brewing Company is now 
leasing its space at the club-
house from Textron Finan-
cial, which now owns the 
property, and Wingfield 
Properties out of Green-
ville, S.C., which manages 
the property.
	 “Textron foreclosed on it 
and the receivership went 

to Wingfield to manage 
it,” said Shelnut. “Textron 
started out as the largest 
golf course financing com-
pany in the world. But be-
cause of the economy, Tex-
tron has almost become a 
management company. 
	 “They have received 30 
golf courses back into re-
ceivership throughout the 
country. They expect to 
have 40. Of course, their Photo by Kelly Donaldson/Staff

Chris Shelnut is the new general manager and head 
golf professional at Sapphire National Golf Club.

Course open 
under new 
ownership, 

management

By Kelly Donaldson
Editor
	 Each year from time to 
time, the Cashiers area be-
comes abuzz with bear 
sightings, stories and even 
photos to prove such en-
counters. But as it’s no se-
cret that bears are part of the 
community, they are also not 
cute cuddly toys either. They 
can be dangerous if not re-
spected by the community. 
	 This is precisely the rea-
son for the upcoming Black 
Bear Awareness Day, sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Mon., 
Aug. 9 at the Sapphire Val-
ley Community Center. 
	 Sapphire’s John Edwards, 
who organizes the annual 
Mountain Wildlife and Wil-
derness Days event, helped 
put the program together, 
which features famous black 
bear photographer Bill Lea 
as well.
	 “I’m involved somewhat 
with the bear programs in 
Canada where they have 
organized bear safety pro-
grams and bear safe environ-
ments. With the bear situa-
tion here, with the pictures 
and such, we felt like we 
needed to have a program,” 
Edwards said of the edu-

Black Bear 
Awareness 
Day Aug. 9 
in Sapphire

Photo by Bill Lea

Bear photographer 
Bill Lea will be a guest 
speaker at the Aug. 9 
Bear Awareness Day 
event at 7 p.m. at the 
Sapphire Valley Com-
munity Center.

By David Joy
Staff Writer
	 REACH of Jackson County 
has been providing services 
for the victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
throughout Western North 
Carolina since 1978. How-
ever, ongoing financial woes 
may soon end some of the 
services provided.
	 In 2002 
and 2003 
R E A C H 
c o n -
structed a 
g roup  of 
nine apart-
m e n t s , 
known as 
the Village, 
with one to 
three bedrooms, which could 
house the victims and their 
children for up to three years 
with affordable rent pro-
grams. Since then the Vil-
lage has become a grow-
ing financial burden on the 
agency and now sits on the 
brink of foreclosure.
	 “One of the big issues that 
we have right now is the 
debt owed on the village that 
was built several years ago,” 
REACH Director Kim Rob-
erts-Fer said. “Unfortunately 
the village doesn’t pay for it-
self, and as a result over the 
years the agency has gone 
deeper and deeper in debt. 
We’ve been struggling to 
maintain the budget given 
the village does cost more 
than what comes in. Eventu-
ally that caught up with the 
agency. 
	 “With the economic times 
being difficult anyways, 
it got to the point that we 
couldn’t afford to pay the 
two mortgages on the prop-
erty,” Roberts-Fer continued. 
“At that point we had to con-
tact both of the agencies that 
hold those mortgages and let 
them know that we couldn’t 
pay. Right now, we are look-
ing at trying to work out a 
possible sale, but if the sale 
can’t be made because so 

REACH 
in deep 
financial 
trouble

Roberts-Fer

By David Joy
Staff Writer
	 Since its height in Jack-
son County during 2002-
2003, methamphetamine 
has made few headlines 
largely because of im-
mense efforts by the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and also because of 
new state legislation that 
took place in 2006. The 
law limited the over-the-
counter purchase of pop-
ular cold remedies such as 
Sudafed, which were used 
to produce the drug. 
	 However, a new form 
of manufacturing meth-
amphetamine has recently 
brought the drug back to 
the forefront for local law 

enforcement agencies. 
Whereas traditional man-
ufacturing involved large-
scale production, high 
voltage electricity, and in-
tricate equipment, the new 
manufacturing process 
agencies are encounter-
ing can be done with little 
more than a liter bottle.
	 “Due to some legisla-
tive changes where they 
made it very difficult to 
come up with the compo-
nents to make those par-
ticular labs we thought we 
had gotten a real good han-
dle on it,” Jackson County 
Sheriff Jimmy Ashe said. 
“Now, the criminal ele-

JCSO encounters new way of making meth

Photo submitted

Jackson County Sheriff Jimmy Ashe holds a bag of 
methamphetamine seized when the drug began 
showing up locally during 2002 and 2003. Ashe 
says that his office gained a quick handle on the 
drug then, and that the sudden re-emergence 
will see the same result.

By David Joy
Staff Writer
	 Though many may 
know secret fishing spots 
or the best cove to tube 
through on Lake Glen-
ville, few, if any, know 
more about the science of 
the plateau’s pinnacle wa-
tershed than Glenville res-
ident Don Hansen. Han-
sen, a retired oceanogra-
pher, has been adamantly 
gathering quantitative data 
on the lake since 1995, 
and now with the help of 
the Friends of Lake Glen-
ville his research is even 
more detailed.
	 Hansen first studied 
oceanography as a grad-
uate student at the Univer-
sity of Washington in Se-
attle. From there, he went 
on to work as an oceanog-
rapher for a National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) lab 
in Miami, and later taught 
part-time at the University 
of Miami.
	 When Hansen began 
summering on the pla-
teau in 1992, it did not 
take long for his love of 
the water to spread onto 

An eye on 
the water

Photos by David Joy/Staff

Below, Don Hansen 
of Glenville checks 
the readings from a 
water sonde 100 feet 
deep in Lake Glenville. 
The sonde gives mea-
surements for tur-
bidity, oxygen levels, 
pH levels, tempera-
ture, and pressure. At 
right, Hansen lowers a 
secchi disk into Lake 
Glenville to check the 
visibility, or turbidity, 
of the lake from the 
surface.
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much is owed on it and be-
cause it doesn’t maintain it-
self, we would be looking at 
it being foreclosed on. It was 
one of those things where 
each year it just seemed to 
get worse and worse until 
we got to the point where it 
was just going to drag the 
whole agency under.”
	 Roberts-Fer went on to 
say that this foreclosure will 
not affect any of the pri-
mary services offered by the 
agency. However, the finan-
cial crisis that has emerged 
as a result of the Village has 
caused the agency to assess 
the entire operation.
“This was the transitional 

housing village, so the basic 
core services will still be 
maintained which are the 
hotlines, the emergency 
shelter, legal services, 
counseling, and all of those 
things will be maintained,” 
Roberts-Fer said. “At this 
point, what we are really 
looking at is trying reassess 
the agency as a whole and 
see where we are at finan-
cially and try to get back on 
stable financial ground. 
	 “For us what that means 
is really refocusing tightly 
on our original core mis-
sion, which isn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing,” Roberts-
Fer explained. “Sometimes 

when things get this diffi-
cult and are this challeng-
ing on an agency, it really 
forces you to step back and 
reevaluate. In the long run 
we hope that it means that 
we are going to be more 
stable.”
	 Most of the funding for 
REACH of Jackson County 
is provided through fed-
eral and state monies. Yet 
last year REACH did not 
receive any of the state 
funding until five months 
into the fiscal year, and the 
agency is expecting a sim-
ilar five to six month wait 
this year.
	 Because of the extended 

wait period for funding, 
REACH needs to have at 
least six months in reserve 
funding available to cover 
overhead. But with the 
economy remaining stag-
nant, the agency is currently 
more worried about keeping 
the lights on.
	 “We are providing ser-
vices, but we won’t get paid 
until five to six months out, 
which means that we have 
to have cash reserves to 
cover five to six months,” 
Roberts-Fer said. “We are 
having trouble paying the 
bills. So to be able to come 
up with cash reserves to 
even cover payroll is re-

ally challenging right now. 
We just made this payroll, 
but what we’re looking at 
is whether we can make the 
next.”
	 While the future remains 
uncertain for the agency, 
Roberts-Fer is confident 
that they will remain a vi-
able part of insuring the 
safety and future of victims 
in Western North Carolina. 
Furthermore she is hope-

ful that within a year the 
agency may find stable fi-
nancial ground.
	 For more information 
call (828) 631-4488 or 
visit them on the Web at 
www.reachofjackson.com. 
To make a donation to the 
non-profit 501(c)3 organi-
zation make checks payable 
to REACH and send them 
to P.O. Box 1908, Sylva, 
N.C. 28779.

Lake Glenville.
	 “I came in 1992, and 
somewhere around 1995 it 
seemed to me that the clar-
ity of the lake was becoming 
less,” Hansen said. “Being 
an oceanographer I made 
myself something called 
a secchi disk, and you just 
lower it down into the water 
and record how deep you 
can see it. It measures the 
visual quality of the water. 
I did that for about six years 
and the conditions did seem 
to be slowly deteriorating. 
Every year the water was 
becoming a little cloudier 
than before.”
	 Not long after, the Friends 
of Lake Glenville found out 
about Hansen’s research and 
became increasingly inter-
ested in what he found. The 
Friends began helping fund 
Hansen’s passion, first giv-
ing him equipment to obtain 
water samples from vari-
ous depths in the lake, and 
then last year purchasing a 
water sonde that cost nearly 
$15,000. The new technol-
ogy is equipped with vari-
ous sensors that record in-
formation such as turbid-
ity (water clarity), oxygen 
levels, pH levels, tempera-
ture, and pressure and then 
sends the information back 
to a receiver.
	 Now, around once every 
two weeks, Hansen ventures 
out on his Carolina Skiff to 

several different locations 
(all exacted with GPS coor-
dinates) to monitor changes 
in the lake. Most of the lo-
cations involve major trib-
utaries such as Pine Creek, 
Mill Creek, Norton Creek, 
Cedar Creek, and Hurricane 
Creek as these typically 
have the most variation.
	 “I’ve found a number of 
interesting things,” Hansen 
said. “Basically I was try-
ing to establish a baseline 
so that if things start get-
ting worse because of de-
velopment, or if fertilizers 
used on tree farms or what 
not allow more nutrients to 
come into the lake and algae 
starts to bloom, things could 
potentially get very bad. So 
I was mainly trying to es-
tablish a baseline so that if 
things start to get bad we’ll 
have an argument to show 
how things work. At that 
point we would be able to 
take that data to the county 
or state and hope for some 
type of action.”
	 What Hansen has found 
thus far include a mass of 
data on lake temperatures 
and on why certain coves 
tend to muddy when others 
do not.
“One interesting thing about 
the lake is if you go out 
and swim in it the surface 
water right now is some-
where close to 75 or 80 de-
grees, but if you go down 

50 feet it’s more like 50 de-
grees,” Hansen said. “It’s 
highly stratified and very 
cold down there. The water 
down there still remembers 
last winter. It does gradually 
warm up during the summer 
but it still stays very cold. 
	 “Because of that, there is 
a considerable difference in 
the biology and chemistry 
of the warm water on top 
and the cold water below,” 
Hansen continued. “Partic-
ularly if we have a heavy 
rain shower, this waterfall 
(Mill Creek Falls) will get 
much bigger and turn very 
brown, but you won’t see 
that turbidity on the surface 
because the stream water is 
typically 10 degrees colder 
than the surface of the 
lake. So what that stream 
water does, because it’s 
heavier and it’s heavier be-
cause it’s colder, is that it 
plunges down to its own 
temperature level and then 
it spreads out horizontally 
at that depth. So it’s hav-

ing an affect in the deeper 
water that you can’t really 
see on the surface.”
Hansen has also found that 
generally there is higher tur-
bidity in the upper layer of 
the lake than in the deep-
est waters. One section that 
Hansen has found notorious 
for the highest turbidity is 
the cove where Pine Creek 
enters the lake. Hansen at-
tributes this low visibility to 
shallow waters in the cove 
and heavy boat traffic that 
moves sediment from the 
bottom.
	 Though Hansen has found 
no data to indicate anything 
currently harming the lake, 
his work has illuminated the 
past decade of water con-
ditions on Lake Glenville. 
Hansen continuously shares 
his findings with the Friends 
of Lake Glenville and they 
periodically publish this 
information on their Web 
site. 
	 Visit www.friendsoflakeg-
lenville.com.
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Education

Summit work day 
planned July 31

	 Summit Charter School will hold a 
Family Work Day at the school on Sat., 
July 31 at 9 a.m. Families can come come 
and go as needed. Anyone interested in 
working should bring work clothes, paint 
brushes and rollers, and helping hands.
	 Jobs needed to be completed are touch-
up painting in classrooms, trim and 
exterior.
	 Please contact the school at 743-5755 
to help on July 31. For anyone who can-
not make it but would still like to help 
out around the campus, please call the 
school to schedule
another time.

SCC offers 
Beginner Spanish

	
	 Pre-registration is open for Be-
ginner Spanish-Level 1 which will 
begin Aug.  23 and continue for 
eight weeks (not including Labor 
Day) on Monday evenings from 
6-9 p.m. on Southwestern Com-
munity College’s Jackson Cam-
pus.	
	 This class provides the founda-
tion for future levels. The focus 
of this level is to learn proper 
pronunciation, as well the basic 
structure of the language. Pres-
ent-tense verb conjugations are 
considered as well as the correct 

formation of sentences, negative 
sentences and questions. Latin 
American cultural differences 
will be discussed for those plan-
ning a trip to a Spanish-speaking 
Latin American country.
	 Gene Rainone of Waynes-
ville will be the instructor. He 
has taught hundreds of students 
across WNC in the past decade.
	 Pre-register by calling the Con-
tinuing Education office nearest 
you. 
	 Designate which class you 
would like to take and leave your 
name, address and phone number.  
Visit www.southwesterncc.edu or 
call (828) 339-4000.

Digital Camera 
Basics at SCC-

Cashiers Center

	 Registration for fall personal 
enrichment classes is beginning 
at Southwestern Community Col-
lege.  The first course offering at 
SCC-Cashiers Center (217 Frank 
Allen Road) will be an eight-hour 
workshop on Digital Camera Ba-
sics, starting Monday, Aug. 16.  
The class will meet Aug. 16, 23 
and 30 and Sept. 13 from 10 a.m. 
to noon.	
	 This course will cover the ba-
sics of using your digital camera 
and using the various functions 

and tools available with it.  There 
will be practical applications of 
photography theory and opportu-
nities to explore several forms of 
expression.  The class will con-
clude with the basics of getting 
digital photos from the camera 
to a computer, and simple edit-
ing and production of prints.
	 The instructor will be Michael 
Rich, the current director at Ca-
shiers Center, who has been a 
professional photographer and 
worked for Mountaineer Pub-
lishing as staff photographer and 
photo editor.
	 For more information, call 
339-4272.

SCC offers Spanish, photography classes in Cashiers
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